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Synopsis

gecekondu – built over night

a Documentary by Ebru Karaca and Anja Hansmann, 41min

In cooperation with the University of Applied Sciences Mainz, Institute for Media Design, 2003|2005.
Funded by the Grant Program for Up-and-Coming Media Artists of the Ministry for Sciences,
Continuing Education, Research and Culture, Rheinland-Pfalz.

Gecekondu has been a phenomenon in Istanbul since the 1950s: migrants from all parts

of the country arrive and build shelters over night from the simplest materials. Based on

tradtional conventions and due to loopholes in legisation once a dwelling with four walls

and a roof is built on state property it can not be destroyed.

But in this process, time is of the essence, which is why gecekondus are built and moved

into in the course of just one night.

These initial dwellings quickly developed into entire neighborhoods. While many of them

have long existed somewhere between state tolerance and illegality, their fragility is sadly

apparent in the recurring waves of gecekondu destructions through the city administration.

The film tells the stories of diverse inhabitants of different Gecekondu settlements and

portrays the struggles as well as the possibilities that these populations are faced with.

More often than not, their fate is not just dependent on state tolerance or persecution,

but also on how they can organize as a community.

The protagonist of the Film is the Kurdish Fatma Sirin, who was one of the first settlers

of the gecekondu dwellings of Yenimahalle. She tells the story of how through all the

contradictions and conflcits of gecekondu life, she and her family managed to transform

the makeshift room that once was their house into a three-story apartment building.
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Director‘s Statement

Gecekondus and the social inequities that they represent are a well known and

often discussed subjects in Turkey. Yet I was quite surprised to find only few notes

in German architectural magazines about this phenomenon when I started research

for this film in 2003.

The challenge in doing this documentary for me and the German Co-Director Anja

Hansmann was to make a film that would resonate both in Germany and Turkey as

well as beyond.

We wanted to move away from the standardized portrayal of gecekondus and their

inhabitants:  In Turkey most news about Gecekondus tend to either state that with

those settlements, which are regarded as an expression of the countries backwardness,

Turkey will never reach the European standards or solely portray the gecekondu-

people as victims of the Turkish state.

We wanted to let the people speak about their situations, illuminate their backgrounds

and motivations. At the centre of this film are the creativity and strength of the

gecekondu inhabitants that point to the possibilities and resources that these people

could offer to the quickly growing city of Istanbul if they were given the chance to

participate in its social and economic life.

Ebru Karaca Anja Hansmann
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Stills
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Festivals and Screenings

1. Capitol-Cinema Mainz, October 2003

2. “20. Video/Film Days” Koblenz, October 2003

(Special Price for political education, Rheinland-Pfalz 2003)

3. “Kasseler Documentary Film and Video Festival”, November 2003

4. Regenbogen Cinema, Berlin, February 2004

5. Filmfestival Turkey/Germany, Nürnberg, March 2004

(Particiption in the Odysse-Competition /Documentary Films)

6. Screening at the exhibition “Call me Istanbul ist mein Name”
at the “Zentrum für Kunst und Medientechnologie“, Karlsruhe, April - August 2004

7. Mal Seh‘n-Cinema, Frankfurt, May 2004

8. Screening in at the “Doku Channel” (ZDF, Second German Television) 2005

Upcomming Screening:

Screening at the exhibition “Focus Istanbul” at the “Künsterhaus Bethanien“, Berlin
August 2005
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“20. Video/Film Days” Koblenz, October 2003
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Mainzer Zeitung, 07.November 2003
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“Kasseler Documentary Film and Video Festival”, November 2003
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